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THE ALEX SCHLOESSER COLUMN

Manners, Mannerism and the Use of Swear Words in Pro Audio 
Allow me a break from writing about tech 
gear all the time please. I know we are all 
gearheads and we enjoy this throughout 
our careers, but I want to spend this 
column today on something that I have 
found rather important besides all the 
love for technical gadgets, that we get 
to enjoy working with. This is about 
teamwork and how we interact with each 
other.

I fear that by the headline that I choose, the editors in charge will be 
looking for the swearwords in the column, but they won’t find any, 
because I am bleeping them all out. Don’t get me wrong, I love a good 
swearing and I think it helps too, but there are places to swear and 
there are places to not swear at all. People, that have known me, have 
always warned me, that when going to consult on a Church project, 
that I should please not drop the F-bomb all the time and I am proud 
to say, that I don’t think I ever did (more than i should). The reason is 
rather simple, if you have some sense of situational awareness, then 
swearing around church leaders and people of faith does simply not 
occur, because it feels out of place.

On the other side if you have ever had a chance to do real rock & roll 
touring, then the amount of swearing starts when you open your eyes 
on the bus and it will almost not stop when you go to sleep again late 
at night. This is healthy and good because the hours are long and 
working environment is always challenging and hence swearing 
comes easy. This is healthy and it does vent a lot of the 
pressure, that each one is going through and therefore it is 
acceptable.

One of the blessings of a good team is how people stand 
up for each other and how helping each other is never 
a question at all. Such teams will radiate this vibe to the 
customer and to the artist and the audience and this 
makes a huge difference. In this regard, I find that when I 
must choose between pushing my own agenda through all 
the time or playing as a team player, I will always choose the 
latter. You might even end up getting more and better results, 
because if people recognize you as a team player, then they might 
want and enjoy going the extra mile for you, when it comes to your 
requirements.

My reason for having a company with a team of employees was that 
I found, that alone you can only do so much, but with the right team 
the sky is the limit and I got to enjoy mixing all of my large-scale gigs 
only because of a fantastic team behind me. If they had not supported 

me and the gig all the time, then none of the gigs could have been 
completed successfully. 

The best way to build this is to have an open and constant flow of 
communication with each other. People who always protect what they 
know and who keep to themselves all the time, are not good team 
players and people who never bring in their team on the important 
stuff, are not good leaders. I have seen and I still do see this each day 
and I would love to remind us all that only together will it be possible 
to do things that are much greater than each individual. You will get all 
the credit for your work eventually and the right people will recognize 
what you are doing. Being the lonely wolf (I would have much rather 
used another word, but…), does usually not help and it also does not 
motivate people to help you. 

In this spirit, let me offer you a hand, whenever needed and by the way, 
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“If people 
recognize you 

as a team player, 
then they might want 
and enjoy going the 
extra mile for you, 

when it comes to your 
requirements.”
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CONTACT ASIA PACIFIC

Alex Schloesser
alex.schloesser@se-audiotechnik.com

The unique PA sound is achieved by 
incorporating eight high-efficiency 2.8“ 
neodymium mid-frequency drivers and 7 
pieces of 1“ direct radiation dome tweeters 
into each unit.

All drivers are mounted on an A4 paper-
sized front surface in a cabinet weighing only 
8 kg including the rigging, 400W class-D 
amplification and DSP.

M-F3A
A masterpiece of sophisticated 
German engineering
M-F3A is an ultra-compact active line 
array system offering crystal-clear sound 
reproduction with extremely low tonal 
coloration and studio quality highs due to its 
hornless design.

Also available in
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www.se-audiotechnik.com

ULTRA-COMPACT SIZE

LOW WEIGHT OF ONLY 8 KG

BUILT-IN AMPLIFICATION & DSP

IT‘S THE PERFORMANCE THAT MATTERS.


